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U.S. Embassy Celebrates International Education Week 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday December 6, U.S. Embassy Colombo, in collaboration 
with the U.S.-Sri Lanka Fulbright Commission(US-SLFC), hosted an 
Education Fair at the Colombo Public Library to mark the 
International Education Week (IEW). At the education fair counseling 
desk, Mrs. Nelum Senadira, EducationUSA Advisor of US-SLFC 
provided in-depth information on higher education opportunities in 
the U.S.  Mr. Nelson Wen, Consular Officer of U.S. Embassy Colombo, 
responded to queries on obtaining student visas. Many college and 
university students, parents, teachers and general public visited the 
education fair and expressed their gratitude to the U.S. Embassy and 
US-SLFC for hosting the education fair. 

Upcoming Events . . . . . . 

January 3, 2013, 10:00 am 
 

Public lecture on “New 
Developments & Innovations in 
Libraries” by Mr. John Hickok @ 
the American Center Auditorium. 
For more details call 011 
2498146 or 011 2498169 or 
read flyer http://tinyurl.com/
br4whau.  
 
January 31, 2013, 3:30 pm 
 

Open Mic Competitive Poetry 
Slam - Season IX at the 
American Center Auditorium. For 
more details call 011 2498128. 

Nelum Senadira and Nelson Wen provided information on education 
opportunities and VISA matters at the Counseling Desk. 

The  
American Center 

wishes you a 
Merry Christmas 

and a Very Happy  
New year! 

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov�
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Ambassador Awards Certificates to DynEd Students 

Ambassador Sison awarded the certificates and 

congratulated ten students from the Warehouse 

Project who received their certificate of completion 

of the DynEd online English course.  The six-month 

course was conducted at the American Center. The 

students performed a skit showcasing their English 

communication skills and thanked the U.S. 

Embassy, Warehouse Project, and the teachers – 

Ruki, Sureni, and Naaren of Headway School of 

Languages – for providing them with the 

opportunity to learn English. Students also received 

gifts and life-time memberships to the American 

Center library. They expressed interest in 

continuing participation in programs to improve 

their English language abilities. 

Ambassador Sison,  American Center Director Christopher Teal, 
teachers, officials from Headway School of Languages pose with 
students  

Christmas Celebrations at the American Center 

A group of 45 children from Clarendon Girls’ Home 

in Mount Lavinia were invited by the American 

Center Library for a celebrate Christmas celebration 

on December 13, 2012. The choir of the children’s 

home presented Christmas songs at this event.  

 

Gerald Hoover, Deputy Executive Officer of USAID 

welcomed them on behalf of the U. S. Embassy and 

gave an introduction on how Christmas is 

celebrated in the United States. 

Gerald Hoover, Deputy Executive Officer of USAID welcomes children 

A performance made by children of Clarendon Girls’ Home  

A performance made by children of Clarendon Girls’ Home  
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English Language Fellow Visits Tangalle Access Center 

 
    

Jenise Rowekamp, a State Department’s English 

Language Fellow attached to the University of 

Ruhuna in Matara recently made an observation 

visit to the Access center in Tangalle.  The center, 

which was started few months ago, teaches English 

language to fifty students aged 14 years old. Jenise 

discussed with students and teachers about the 

program, facilities and resources available as well 

as the challenges they face. Margaret Miller, 

International Soft Skills Consultant at the University 

of Ruhuna, also accompanied Jenise for the visit. 

 

Jenise and Margaret engaged with students in 

several holiday season classroom activities.  The 

story “Gift of the Magi” was told in simple English 

with students matching their vocabulary words to 

words in the story. The story was then acted out by 

the students. Students cut out snowflakes and 

make paper chains with wishes written on the links. 

The snowflakes activity had the message ‘We are all 

different, but beautiful’ and the chain activity had 

the message ‘We are all connected.’  The group 

finished with a listening activity with the song 

‘Jingle Bells’, focused on rhyming.  All sang the 

song, in parts and together.  

Presentations by ELF Jenise at the National 
RESC Conference 
 
The National Institute of Education Sri Lanka’s 14th 

Annual RESC (Regional English Support Centers) 

conference was held November 21 and 22 at the 

Meepe NIE with the theme "Today's Vision, 

Tomorrow's Reality."   Jenise Rowekamp, the State 

Department English Language Fellow attached to 

the University of Ruhuna  gave a plenary address 

on the opening day entitled "New Learning 

Environments: Promoting Active Learning through 

Authentic Multimedia Materials and Critical 

Thinking."  

On the second day Jenise held a workshop for 

participants titled "Using Literature Circles to 

Promote Active Learning and Critical Thinking." 

Both sessions were very well received by the 

participants.  

Jenise and Margaret engaged with students in several holiday 
season classroom activities.   

English Language Fellow Jenise Rowekamp delivering her  
presentation at RESC conference. 
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Open Mic Competitive Poetry Slam – Season VIII 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The American Center hosted Poetry Slam Season 

VIII on November 29, 2012. The poets who 

participated enthralled the audience with their 

readings. The poets were divided into two 

categories, under 12 and above 12. A selection of 

poems on various themes were recited where an 

'Audience Choice' winner and 'Judges' Choice' 

winner was selected from both age categories. The 

U.S. Embassy’s Information Officer, Christopher 

Elms, facilitated the event and informed the 

audience of the format of the Poetry Slam. 

Certificates and gifts were presented to the winners 

at the end of the program. All the performers were 

given a free lifetime membership to the American 

Center Library in Colombo and to American Corners 

in Kandy and Jaffna. 
 

The American Center continue to serve as a 

platform specially for talented young Sri Lankans to 

express themselves freely and creatively by hosting 

an ongoing series of poetry slam competition every 

other month. Youth are encouraged to participate in 

these events.  We will hold the next Poetry Slam on 

January 31. 
 

A video clip of the poetry slam is posted on U.S. 

Embassy’s YouTube and Facebook pages. 

IRC, Colombo Organizes an Awareness 
Program on HIV/AIDS 
 
In celebration of World AIDS Day 2012, the 

American Center Library organized an “Awareness 

program on HIV/AIDS” on December 4th.  

 

Swarna De Silva, an experienced trainer on the 

subject who served as the National Coordinator for 

HIV/AIDS, Human Trafficking and Post Tsunami 

Recovery program in Sri Lanka for many years, 

delivered the presentation. Having taken some 

recent statistics, the speaker stated that attention 

needs to be given to make people – 

especially  youth – aware of the risk of AIDS as a 

deadly disease. She expressed her experiences with 

beach boys, sex workers and other Sri Lankans.   

 

She further stated that AIDS patients must be 

treated equally and discussed society’s role in 

accepting those with HIV/AIDS.  

 

The presentation was linked to American Corner in 

Jaffna via Digital Video Conference facility and was 

followed by a very interactive Q&A session.   

Bavatharani Maheswaran received certificate for the 
‘Audience Choice’ for ‘age 13 and above’ category from 
Christopher Elms. 

Ms. Swarna De Silva talked on prevention of HIV/AIDS  at the 
American Center to mark the World Aids Day 2012. 
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U.S. Government Supports Disabled Sri Lankans 

Ambassador Michele Sison handed over wheelchairs 
to children at the prosthetic and orthotic center of 
the National Children's Hospital in Colombo, 
marking the International Day of Persons with 
Disabilities on December 3.  The center is part of a 
$2 million program funded by USAID, the U.S. 
Government's development arm, to improve access 

to quality physical rehabilitation services for some 
8,640 disabled and injured children, women and 
men across the country. The Handicap International 
implemented program also operates a prosthetic 
and orthotic center at the Batticaloa Teaching 
Hospital, and plans are underway to set up a 
permanent center at the Killinochchi Hospital.  
 

Marking the day Ambassador Sison said, "Many Sri 
Lankans have been affected by disabilities 
throughout the country, and the U.S. is proud to 
support efforts to better integrate all Sri Lankans so 
that everyone can play a positive role for change.” 
 

Gilles Nouzies, Handicap International’s Country 
Director added, "Handicap International is focusing 
on International Day of Persons with Disabilities to 
showcase through raising awareness and 
experience the positive effects that lead to the 
empowerment of persons with disabilities to 
participate fully in societal life. This results in their 
entire community benefiting from their contribution. 
This is only accomplished when barriers to their 
inclusion are removed." 

U.S.-Funded UNICEF Mine Risk Education 
Begins 
 
A United States Government grant of $500,000 will 
help 150,000 residents in the Northern and Eastern 
Provinces avoid landmines and explosive remnants 
of war.  Beginning this week in Mullaitivu, resettling 
communities are participating in mine risk 
education activities funded by the United States 
Agency for International Development (USAID) and 
the Department of State Office of Weapons 
Removal and Abatement.  Implemented by the 
United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF), the mine 
risk education falls under a program that supports 
safe resettlement and restores livelihoods.  
 
“Mine risk education is a pre-requisite to ensure 
safety of the communities living in the former 
conflict zones. Our aim is to educate the people 
living in mine-infested areas as well as those 
traveling to them and thereby to reduce potential 
risks,” said USAID Sri Lanka’s Mission Director, 
James Bednar. 
 
“As more families are resettled in conflict-affected 
areas, the exposure to mines and explosive 
remnants of war will increase” said UNICEF 
Representative, Reza Hossaini. “Sustained mine risk 

education is critical for the protection of families. 
This partnership with the U.S. Government will 
enable the safety and well-being of communities.” 
 
The initiative will disseminate data on casualties 
and suspected mined areas, prepare mine risk 
education materials, provide community and school
-based mine risk education, and develop village 
mine action plans. 

Ambassador Sison at a USAID project with the National 
Children’s Hospital Director, part of USAID’s holistic 
approach for social and economic inclusion of people 
with disabilities. 

Children in Mullaitivu learn how to avoid mines through 
the U.S.-funded UNICEF program. 
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Monthly Photography Competition  
 

U.S. Embassy, Colombo 
conducts monthly photography 
competitions for school children 
between 12-18 years of age. 
Winning entries will show 
creativity, skill, and an ability 
to select a subject based on the 
monthly theme. Both electronic 
and hard copies of photographs 

will be accepted. First, second and third place 
awards will be given in the following age 
categories:  
 

12-14 years  
15-16 years and  
17-18 years  
 

Photography Competition – Nov.-Dec. 2012  
 

Submit photographs on the theme “Colorful 
Dreams.” Along with the photograph, entries must 
include a brief explanation of the subject and why it 
was selected.  Please send your photograph along 
with the coupon given here with your details 
certified by your school principal or the class 
teacher to the below address.   
 

Photography Competition – Nov.- Dec. 2012 
American Center 
44, Galle Road 
Colombo 03 

 

You may send your photograph electronically to the 
email address amcentersl@state.gov  with your 
Name, Age Category, Address, Contact Details, 
School and Name of the School Principal included. 
 

Our panel of judges will assess all entries and then 

select first, second, and third place photographs 
under each age category. All three winners will 
receive a collection of American literature, a life 
time membership to the American Center Library 
and a certificate signed by the U. S. 
Ambassador. Winners will be invited to attend an 
award ceremony at the American Center in 
Colombo. 
 

Rules and Conditions 
 

1. Submitted electronic images must be no larger 
than 1024 pixels width & 720 pixels in height 
and are not to exceed 500kb in size. 

2. Photographs can be either black and white or 
color. 

3. If sending printed photographs, the size should 
be at least 4”x 6”. 

4. All entries must be submitted on or before 
January 31, 2013. 

5. You may only enter a maximum of 3 
photographs into each competition.  

6. Please do not post any photographs that are 
obscene, discriminatory, or which otherwise 
violate any local or international laws 

7. The photographer must be the sole author and 
owner of the copyright of photos entered in to 
the competition. 

8. By entering this contest the photographer 
agrees that any winning photograph you submit 
may be used by the American Center/U.S. 
Embassy Colombo solely for the purposes of this 
competition or future contests and no other 
purpose, these uses include; displaying the 
entries in the American Center lobby, on the 
official website, Facebook and cropping and re-
sizing the image as necessary to fit pre-defined 
formats for the competition. 

 

NEW BOOKS AVAILABLE @ THE AMERICAN CENTER LIBRARY 

Would you like to read or 
borrow these books? 
Please come visit the 
American Center library @ 
#44, Galle Road, Colombo 
3.  
 

The library is open 
Tuesday through Saturday 
from 9am to 6pm. The 
collection features books, 
magazines, and DVDs from 
and about the United 
States.  

mailto:amcentersl@state.gov�
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The new American English website,  
http://americanenglish.state.gov,  

is an extensive online resource center for  
teaching and learning about English language and U.S. 
culture. It also features an innovative Video Games, 

Trace Effects. Trace Effects, a 3D video game 
experience geared for students ages 12‐16, 

supplements classroom English lessons. The game is 
also available @ the American Center in DVD format 

for patrons to use. 
 

American Corners in Kandy and Jaffna launched the 
new American English Website for students following 
the English Enrichment Course. In addition, Jaffna will 

initiate a Trace Effects gaming club and will 
interconnect with a gaming club in Kandy using virtual 

connections available at the American Corners.  

AMERICAN ENGLISH OFFERS 
 

• Resources for teaching and learning 
American English language and culture 

• Materials for teacher development and 
student use in the classroom 

• New opportunities to practice English and 
learn more about the United States  

• Access to Trace Effects English learning 
game and supplemental resources 

American English Day Marked in Jaffna 
 

Trace Effects, an English Language learning tool, 
and the American English website (http://
americanenglish.state.gov) was launched for 
students at the American Corner in Jaffna on 
December 12 by Mr. Harry Gnanarajan.  Harry is 
and English Teacher and International Visitors 
Leadership Program Alum who conducts regular 
English learning classes for Jaffna students. He 
introduced the American English website and 
explored available resources on the site. Students 
participated in “Create Your Own Flag” activity led 
by Heather Benucci and Jacqueline Gardy from the 
American English website. The purpose of this 
activity was to create and describe a flag reflecting 
personal qualities, to gain an understanding of 
symbols and to practice making comparisons 
according to the procedure given in the website. 

Students compared the Sri Lankan and American 
Flags, and created their own flags and explained to 
other students what each symbol drawn in their 
flags represents.  

Students learn and play “Trace Effects” 

http://americanenglish.state.gov�
http://americanenglish.state.gov�
http://americanenglish.state.gov�
http://americanenglish.state.gov�
http://americanenglish.state.gov�
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January 2013 

January 8 - Let Freedom Sing  (102 minutes)  
 

Let Freedom Sing powerfully retells one of the greatest stories in 
American history, the Civil Rights Movement, in a compelling new way... 
through the singers and songwriters who fought for change through their 
music. This amazing DVD chronicles the power of lyrics and songs that 
helped move a generation during turbulent times, bringing change to our 
country. This is the story that made President Obama's success possible, 
told for the first time through the music that drove it and those who were 
there. Narrated by Louis Gosset Jr., interviews with Gladys Knight, Isaac 
Hayes, Chuck D, Andrew Young, Quincy Jones, Pete Seeger and more. 
Also features 29 performances, 10 top ten classic hits! Includes Respect, 
Change Is Gonna Come, People Get Ready, Fight the Power and What's 
Going On. 

January  15 - Citizen King   (120 minutes)  
 

Citizen King explores the last five years in King's life by drawing on the 
personal recollections and eyewitness accounts of friends, movement 
associates, journalists, law enforcement officers, and historians, to 
illuminate this little-known chapter in the story of America's most 
important and influential moral leader. "There is probably no other 
person in the twentieth century who was followed, scrutinized, and 
admired like Dr. King," says Bagwell. "His leadership, his life, his words 
were a part of every American family, every American classroom. The 
power of this story rests in the first-hand accounts of the people who 
worked with, walked with, reported on, or investigated the life and 
activities of Martin Luther King, Jr." 

January 22 - Gandhi  (191 minutes)  
 

A critical masterpiece, GANDHI is an intriguing story about activism, 
politics, religious tolerance and freedom. But at the center of it all is an 
extraordinary man who fought for a nonviolent, peaceful existence, and 
set an entire nation free. Winner of 8 Academy Awards including Best 
Picture, Best Director (Lord Richard Attenborough) and Best Actor (Sir 
Ben Kingsley), GANDHI’s highly acclaimed cast also includes Candice 
Bergen, Edward Fox, Sir John Gielgud, Roshan Seth and Martin Sheen. 

January 29 - Invictus (133 minutes)  
 

What does Nelson Mandela do after becoming president of South Africa? 
He rejects revenge, forgives oppressors who jailed him 27 years for his 
fight against apartheid and finds hope of national unity in an unlikely 
place: the rugby field. Clint Eastwood (named 2009's Best Director by 
the National Board of Review) directs an uplifting film about a team and 
a people inspired to greatness. Morgan Freeman (NBR's Best Actor Award 
winner and Oscar nominee for this role) is Mandela, who asks the 
national rugby team captain (Best Supporting Actor Oscar nominee Matt 
Damon) and his squad to do the impossible and win the World Cup. 

Movies start promptly at 6:00pm every Tuesday. Seating is limited and is 
first-come, first-served. Please contact the American Center at 
amcentersl@state.gov or at (11) 249-8146 with any questions. Entrance 
free ! 
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